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OUT IN THE COMMUNITY

All the photos on this page are from community outreach events attended by CVLC
staff and board members. 

We are proud to assist all who served, which sometimes means
fighting against stigma related to discharge status, age, race, gender
identity, mental illness, drug use, and other common but unspoken
barriers that sometimes keep Veterans from getting the help they
need. Being out in the community allows us to hear directly from
Veterans, helping us understand emerging issues and build
meaningful relationships. 

This year for the first time, we were grateful for the partnership with
the LGBTQ+ Justice & Opportunity Network (administered through
the Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity & Opportunity,
CWCSEO). This funding helped us increase our presence in the
LGBTQ+ community, building trust and reaching Veterans who are
feeling uncertainty under the current federal administration.



ALISON M. WEIR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A WORD FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear friends,

COVER PHOTO: U.S. Marine Corps Veteran Joe
and wife Kathy. Photo by David Apuzzo.

Photo of Alison Weir by Studio DUDA.

In service to the Veteran community,

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

Our mission to empower, support,
and improve the lives of
Connecticut Veterans by providing
free legal assistance to help them
overcome legal barriers to housing,
healthcare, income, and recovery.

Our vision is for all Connecticut
Veterans to thrive and contribute
to their communities with a sense
of self-worth and dignity.

Learn more about our work at
CTVeteransLegal.org

LT. COL., U.S. AIR FORCE (RET.)

Reflecting on the past year, it is true that it has been
a whirlwind. But, by sticking to what we do best and
staying true to our values, Connecticut Veterans
Legal Center has only gotten stronger.

I am proud to present the 2024-2025 Annual Report,
which gives you just a taste of what we have
accomplished. As you will read, we have increased
the number of Veterans we are able to serve thanks
to our ever-dedicated staff and pro bono attorney
partners.

In addition to helping more than 1,800 Veterans
navigate their very real day-to-day challenges, we
have also continued to invest in research and policy
advocacy to understand the root causes of these
challenges and build a better environment for our
service members and Veterans moving forward.

We have not been completely spared by the chaos of
the current funding environment. We are incredibly
grateful to all of the foundations, firms, companies,
and individuals who continue to stand by our side
and keep us going. I hope you will agree your
investments have been well worth it—according to a
UCONN CCEA study we conducted earlier this year,
for every $1 we receive, Connecticut Veterans receive
$21 in benefit. 

As always, I would like to end by thanking the
incredible staff and members of the Board of
Directors. Your steadfast dedication and excellent
work changes—and sometimes saves—so many lives.
I am so proud of our team.



MEET VETERAN TARA
U.S. NAVY VETERAN

U.S. Navy Veteran Tara. All photos provided by Tara. 

For most of her time in the Navy, Tara did well—she
was an officer and nurse in the Navy’s emergency
services, providing care for her fellow service members
who lived on base and those returning from combat.

Unfortunately, after the sudden death of her fiancé,
Tara began to struggle with her mental health. Like
many others, she began to self-medicate when the
healthcare provided by the Navy was insufficient.
Ultimately, her behavior led to an administrative
discharge. 

The Navy recommended separating her with a
“General” discharge, but a paperwork error incorrectly
included the phrase “Other Than Honorable.” 

Still, Tara held onto her nursing career and managed
to make it on her own for many years. But on the
tenth anniversary of her fiancé's death she began to
fall into a downward spiral. 

When Tara lost her job and home, she decided
enough was enough and finally reached out for
support. Unfortunately she was still being denied care
—her mislabeled DD-214 led to her getting rejected
again-and-again. In between her constant returns to
the VA with newly requested files and documents, she
started drinking. “It was disastrous,” she recalls. “I was
screaming and begging for help.” 

Tara’s first contact with CVLC was in a haze, but
attorney Alden Pinkham was able to stay in contact
with her through her clinician. Alden was the one who
finally pointed out the issue in Tara’s DD-214. For Tara,
meeting CVLC was a serendipitous moment. She
reflects, “I honestly don’t remember [how I got in
touch] but I did, somehow.”

After years and years of fighting red-tape at the VA,
her record was corrected in 2024. Tara could start over.

Read more of her story at
ctveteranslegal.org/meet-navy-veteran-tara



MEET MR. HOFFMAN
U.S. MARINE CORPS VETERAN

Name changed to protect the confidentiality of client. 

No one should be penalized for fleeing domestic violence, but that is exactly what happened to
disabled U.S. Marine Veteran Mr. Hoffmann. He was finally ready to get help and escape his abuser,
who lived in the same apartment complex, telling his landlord he would be leaving and getting
permission from the property management. It should have ended there. He had done all the “right”
things, including securing a protective order against his assailant and getting permission from the
property management team. Instead, when Mr. Hoffmann returned to the apartment complex
months later looking to rent a new place to call home, he was shocked to discover that the
management company had pursued an eviction against him—and won. Mr. Hoffmann now had an
eviction on his record and over $10,000 worth of debt owed.

This was a clear injustice and direct affront to Mr. Hoffmann’s civil rights, enshrined in the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA) and Connecticut state law.

Mr. Hoffmann found us through his VA clinician. With HUD’s support staff attorney Tucker
McWeeney brought the issue straight to the CHRO (Commission on Human Rights and
Opportunities), where he studiously outlined the clear facts of the case on his client, Mr. Hoffmann’s,
behalf. By the end of the hearing, not only were we able to successfully remove the debt that had
been levied against this veteran we were also successful in securing thousands of dollars in damages
against the property management company. Mr. Hoffmann now has the funds he needs to move
from a shelter and into stable, permanent housing. It also afforded him the dignity of having his
claim heard and believed—something we all have the right to.

CVLC IS A GOOD INVESTMENT
Analyzing seven years of data, the
Connecticut Center for Economic Analysis
found that the economic impact of our
services are immense: for every $1
invested in the work Connecticut
Veteran Legal Center does, Veterans see
$21 in impact. This outsized impact is
thanks to keeping Veterans housed and
connecting them with the VA and other
public benefits they deserve.

Learn more at ctveteranslegal.org/our-impact.

Paralegal Cesar Rivera at the VA Community Resource and Referral Center. Photo by David Apuzzo.

ANALYZING PARTNER



ADVANCING JUSTICE
THROUGH RESEARCH

Racism isn’t something that the Army or the
military has a monopoly on … I would just
say in the military, because of such a
controlled environment and people in
leadership roles have such control over you
and your career … the effects of that is
amplified because they can prevent you from
progressing your career, prevent you from
getting any kind of recognition, which can
have an effect on you as a person.

We can never move forward if we don’t take the
time to understand the core issues at the heart of
so many Veterans’ struggles. In January 2025, the
Journal of Veterans Studies (Virginia Tech
Publishing) published our most-recent report:
Black Veterans’ Insight on Racial Disparities in
Military Administrative Separations. This study
outlined experiences shared by Black Veterans
about their time in service, helping us to identify
commonalities to support our clients.

You can read the report for free online at
ctveteranslegal.org/reports

U.S. Marine Corps Veteran Stephen. Photo by Joel Callaway.

- Mr. Turner, U.S. Army and Air Force Veteran
excerpted from the Black Veterans’ Insight report

Thanks to authors Cara Cancelmo, Devin Brown, 
Alden Pinkham, and Alison Weir and partners Black Veterans
Project and Yale School of Public Health. This study was
made possible with support from the Community
Foundation for Greater New Haven, Fairfield County
Community Foundation, and the Bob Woodruff Foundation.



CVLC SERVED MORE THAN 1,800
VETERANS IN THE LAST YEAR 
CLVC’S IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

In 2024-2025, we helped Veterans
living in every corner of Connecticut
and across the state as part of our
commitment to fight for all who
served.

Darker colors represent greater
population density of clients by
municipality. Yellow dots represent
our four client-facing locations. 

868 LEGAL CASES

39%

37%

8%

15%

LEGAL CASE BY TYPE
39% VA Benefits

37% Housing Related
8% Discharge Upgrades

15% Other Civil Legal Issues

CASE PLAN BY TYPE
60% Full Representation

18% Legal Advice
17% Pro Bono Referral
5% Pro Se Assistance

60%
18%

17%

5%

CONNECTICUT
VETERANS
LEGAL
CENTER Thank you to our staff data analyst Alex McCulloch for diligently tracking and

analyzing this information so we are able to accurately report it.

Data is based on our client and case data, July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025.

OUTCOMES
$3.2MM

In lump sum awards
to Veterans and their

families

$30MM
In anticipated lifetime

income from VA
income benefits

80%
Positive legal outcomes

in housing cases



70% 37% 60%

70% OF CLIENTS HAVE 
ONE-OR-MORE

DISABILITIES

37% OF CLIENTS HAVE 
BEEN HOMELESS

60% OF CLIENTS ARE
55 OR OLDER

PTSD

Tinnitus
And Other

Hearing Loss

Depression

Anxiety

Back, Knee,
and Other Physical

Disabilities

Our team has the privilege to help Veterans who
represent the full span of the Veteran experience,
from people who have hit a sudden roadbump to
those who have more complex and profound
needs.

This work is made possible in large
thanks to our Medical Legal
Partnership model, where we work
hand-in-hand with VA Healthcare
and other clinicians to keep even
the most vulnerable Veterans
supported through the process.

Although we serve Veterans of all
ages and generations, there is an
ever-growing need to help our
state’s Veterans as they age. 
In 2024-2025, we helped 20 Veterans
who were 90 years old or older.

MEET OUR CLIENTS
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO HELP
ALL WHO SERVED?

Thank you to the doctors, social
workers, nurses, peer specialists,
SSVF staff, and ALL who play a
critical role in our clients’ wellbeing.

TOP 5 EXPERIENCES OF A CVLC CLIENT
A CLIENT MAY EXPERIENCE ONE OR ALL

PHOTO: Executive Director Alison Weir meets with other staff. Photo by David Apuzzo.



BUILDING THE FUTURE
THE CHRISTY FISHER LEGAL FELLOWSHIP

In February 2025, Christy Fisher retired after more than 11
years of service to Veterans at CVLC and well over 25 years in
the legal aid field. In honor of Christy’s lifetime commitment
to access to justice for all and her dedication to providing
mentorship to young attorneys, we created the 
Christy Fisher Legal Fellowship. This paid fellowship will
allow a 2L. or 3L student to develop their skills within our
robust medical-legal partnership model.

Learn more about the Christy Fisher Legal Fellowship at
ctveteranslegal.org/fisherfellowship

TOP: Mary-Christy “Christy” Fisher. Photo by David Apuzzo. 
BOTTOM: CVLC Interns, photos in order as listed.

CHRISTY FISHER LEGAL FELLOWSHIP FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Peggy Britt and Louis King

Susan Bryson and Laurence Nadel
Joseph J. Cherico

Sergio Giuliano
Mark A. Healey, Esq.

Harold Hongju Koh & Mary-Christy Fisher
Howard Koh MD MPH and Claudia Arrigg MD

Steve Koh
John J. Shay, Jr.

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center will host our first Fisher
Fellow in summer 2026.

NURTURING NEXT GENERATION
THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 2024-2025 INTERNS

Sammi Bray, Discharge Upgrades Intern

Nicolas Ciminiello, Legal Intern VA Benefits

Wyatt Hudson, Legal Intern Discharge Upgrades

Melina Joseph, Research Intern*

Anne Lee, Marketing Intern

Landon McKinney, Legal Intern Pro Bono Services

Kelly Ray Gibson, Legal Intern Discharge Upgrades

Leila Ruser, Screening & Referral Intern

Jada Washington, Marketing Intern

The work of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center would
not be possible without the incredible work of our
interns and volunteers. 

* not photographed



Making a meaningful difference in the lives of those who have served
our country is both an honor and a deeply rewarding experience.

PRO BONO ATTORNEY NETWORK

Our network of attorneys, firms, and corporations who provide pro bono
legal services is second-to-none. Pro bono attorneys worked on 144 legal
cases in 2024-2025—clients who we may not have been able to help
without our partner.

Whether it is stepping in to remove a debt that is preventing a Veteran from
getting their car out of the tow lot or providing years of comprehensive legal
representation in front of the Military Boards, our pro bono attorney partners
change Veterans’ lives. Thank you.

THANK YOU TO OUR PRO BONO PARTNERS

- Jessica D. Bowman, McCarter & English LLP Attorney

Aetna / CVS Health
Axinn Veltrop
Francis J. Brady, Attorney
Brodeur Law Firm
Christopher Brogan, Attorney
Mancuso Carey LLC
Carmody, Torrance, Sandak,
Hennessey, LLP
William G. Carter, Attorney
Cartier and Bower, LLC
Cohen & Thomas
Michael Cole, Attorney
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Czepiga Daly Pope LLC
Day Pitney LLP
Eric Lindh Foster Law
Everest Re
Financial Planning Association of
     Connecticut
Finn, Dixon, & Herling LLP
FrontLaw PLLC
Global Atlantic Financial Group
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani

Green & Sklarz
Halloran Sage
Harris Beach Murtha
Mark A. Healey, Attorney at Law
Heisler Attorney at Law
Horgan Law Offices
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC
Law Offices of Gregory Allen, P.C.
The Law Offices of Sean-Michael 
     Green, LLC
Law Office of Austin B. Johns, LLC
Law Office of Mark R. Myers, LLC
Law Office of Mchael C. Sohon, LLC
Lockheed Martin Corporation
MassMutual
McCarter and English LLP
McGivney Kluger Clark & Intoccia PC
Melick & Porter, LLP
Minchella & Associates LLC
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Murtha Cullina LLP
New England Capitol Financial
     Advisors

Prudential Financial
Pullman & Comley LLC
Purdue Pharma L.P.
Robinson & Cole, LLP
Rogin Nassau LLC
SB Nickse Law Offices, LLC
Shipman & Goodwin LLP
Gerard A. Smyth, Attorney
Solo PB Hold
Sovereign Financial Group
Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-at-Law
The Hartford
The Kennedy Law Firm
Travelers
University of North Texas
Verrill Dana LLP
Walden Macht & Haran LLP
Withers Bergman, LLP
Withers Worldwide
Yale Law School

Photo of Jessica D. Bowman taken courtesy of McCarter & English LLP.



2024-2025 FINANCIAL REPORT
STEWARDING YOUR SUPPORT RESPONSIBLY

EXPENSES BY TYPE

2.5%

10%

10%

77%

Programs & Services

Administrative & Management

Fundraising & Development

Marketing & Outreach

Federal

Foundations

Corporations

Individuals

Court-Issued Legal Fees

State of Connecticut (CWSEO)

50%

27%

11%

12%

1% 0.5%

REVENUE BY TYPE

Right to Counsel

SSVF

Title III OAA

VA, LSV-H Grant

46%

19%

7%

28%

FEDERAL FUNDING BREAKDOWN

We host two major special events each year, The Ride for
Our Vets and Saluting Service. Revenue for these events is
shared below according to donor type (individual or
corporate). More information is available upon request and
in our 990s, published on ctveteranslegal.org/ourimpact. 

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center NEVER charges the
Veterans we serve…  100% of any income benefits they
earned, they receive. All court-issued legal fees are paid by
the defendant and/or federal government, not the client. 

91% of our total expenses are spent on staff salaries,
benefits, and related expenses… the people who make all
of our work possible.

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s Board of Directors has
engaged Whittlesey to conduct our audit for 2024-2025.
Because of the level of federal funding we received this
year, we are in the process of a federal single audit. We
expect the audit to be completed and available on our
website by June 1, 2026. 

http://ctveteranslegal.org/ourimpact


FIGHTING FOR ALL WHO SERVED
2024-2025 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

In 2025, Connecticut entered into its biennial long session that brought a host of issues to the
forefront. Connecticut Veterans Legal Center was there, providing testimony in committee to ensure
low-income Veterans are not forgotten. Although some of these issues may seem disconnected from
the day-to-day work of our attorneys, each success moves our state forward and makes it easier for all
who served to live and thrive.

DISABLED VETERAN PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
Executive Director and U.S. Air Force Veteran Alison Weir worked closely with the Veteran and
Military Affairs Committee as they worked to adjust the language of the bill passed last session to
exempt certain Disabled Veterans from property tax. Our goal: ensure this benefit reaches all who it
was designed to help, including those with TDIU and surviving families. Ultimately, the State has left
the decision to the municipalities, for now—a partial success. 

CVLC Executive Director Alison M. Weir testifying at the Veterans’ and Military Affairs Committee in January 2025.

Right to Counsel is a landmark legislation that levels the playing field for low-income tenants,
including hundreds of Veterans, in eviction proceedings. Originally funded through COVID-era
federal funds, we joined our partners and the Connecticut Bar Foundation in advocating for state
funding to continue this effective and life-saving program.  

PROTECTING RIGHT TO COUNSEL



U.S. Army Veteran and client Theresa. Photo by David Apuzzo.

FIGHTING CLAIM SHARKS

EXPANDING ACCESS TO CRIMINAL DEFENSE FOR VETERANS
Starting this year, Veterans’ VA disability compensation is no longer included when determining
income eligibility for public defenders. Veterans living with PTSD and other service-connected
mental health issues are more likely to be involved with the criminal justice system. Although
they may be over-income on paper, they often do not have the capacity to hire a private
attorney. This new legislation, which we supported, corrects this imbalance. 

MAKING IT EASIER FOR VETERANS TO GET HELP

We were proud to support legislation that added state-level protection against unaffiliated
companies and individuals who charge exorbitant fees for filing disability claims. This legislation
is necessary to protect vulnerable and frustrated Veterans, who often unknowingly sign away
huge percentages of their own disability benefits—money that is intended to honor the
Veteran’s service and keep them on their feet. The legislature has called for further study of the
issue, which we will continue to follow.

Certain Wartime Veterans who are unable to work because of disability or age are eligible to
receive a non-service connected pension, a VA benefit that helps bridge the gap for Veterans
who are low-income and need extra help. We successfully worked with the legislature this year
to make this income excluded from determinations for DSS programs including HUSKY and
energy assistance programs. 



THE RIDE FOR OUR VETS

2025 Riders with Senator Richard Blumenthal at the start line at Half Full Brewery in
Stamford. Photo by Joel Callaway. See more photos at ctveteranslegal.org.

Learn about the Ride for Our vets at ctveteranslegal.org/theride.

Since 2012 The Ride for Our Vets has taken our Riders across
Connecticut, and sometimes into New York—raising well over $1 million.

THANK YOU!
TO ALL OUR DONORS WHO UNDERWRITE OUR
WORK AND SUPPORT OUR MISSION

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Mark Adams
Molly Alarcon
Lance Alstodt
Spencer Alstodt
Rick and Alisa Altabef
Matt Ambrogi
William and Nancy Anderson
Anonymous Donor*
Anonymous Donor*
Anonymous (22)
Amy and Mark Antioho
Lambert Antoinette
Arnold / Bozzi Giving Fund
David Atkins
Jan and Harry Attridge

Ashleigh Backman
Frances Milliken and Peter Balsam
Kim Barber
Kurt Bauer
Elizabeth and J D Beebe
Matt Benson
Jeffrey and Maria Bianchi
Maggie Bielaczyc
Thomas Bishop
Leslie Blackham
Connor Blenke
Liz Bloom
Sergii Bludov
Peter Bogart
Andrew Bottinick
Vaughn Bowman

Audrey S. Brady
Francis and Mary Brady
William F. Breg
Liam Brennan and Rebecca Borné
Nancy Brennan and the late 
     Jim Brennan
Peggy Britt and Louis King
Christopher and Janet Brogan
Carole Beecher Brown
Kevin P. Brown
The Burbs
The Cannella Family
Nicholas Carrea
Robert Carter
Margaret Castinado
Mark and Francesca Ceccorulli
Michael Cerneck*
Frances Chamberlain and the late 
     Eric Chamberlain
Denice Chandler
Felix Chaoulideer and Paige Resnick
Victoria Chavey
Ti Chen
Claire and Todd Chiara

In June 2025, more than 100 Riders joined together to help us raise
more than $150,000 in support of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s
life-saving services. Thank you to all of our Riders, their donors, and our
sponsors for making 2025 one of our most successful events ever! UNDERWRITING SPONSOR
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Jenny Chou
Matthew Chouinard
Josh Cleveland
Michael Cohen
Anthony Collura
Sarah Consagra
Whendi Cook Broderick and
     Dan Broderick 
Sherry and David Cordani
John Costello
Kevin Cronin
A. Cheryl Curtis
Amy D
Asher and Chelsea Danburg
Aaron Davidman
Asantewa Dawson
Sandra Dawson
Debbie Deegan
Sharon DePonte
Archangela DeSilva
Sharnjit Dhaliwal
DiMiceli Family Fund
April Donahower
Chelsea Donaldson and Adam Cruz
Cindy Donaldson and 
     Red Barn Consulting
Laura Donnellly
Margaret and Kevin Donovan
Sean Dowd
Alex Dreyfus
Connor Duffy
Patrick J Dunn*
John Durham
Adam M. Dworkin
Carolyn Dwyer
Patricia Dwyer
Mary and Jack Eiff
Ryan Eseppi
Nancy Epstein and 
     David Goldbloom
The Fallons
Jim Farrales
The Farthings
Susan and Ken Fellows
Mike Ferrucci
Mitchell Fink and Karen Beck
Rita Fink
The Fischman-Chernick Family
Abigail S. Fisher
Mary-Christy Fisher and 
     Harold H. Koh
Richard Fisher
The Fisher-Consagra Family
Melanie Flynn
Kathleen Frank
Monte Frank Charitable Fund

Michael Freda
Linda and Eli Gaboardi
Sylvia Gailunas
Jeff Galdenzi
The Galotto Family
Leon Gaudett
Gerken-Simon Family Giving Fund
Elizabeth Germano
Andrew Giering*
Anita Di Gioia
Sergio Giuliano
Jennifer Glick
Joel K. Goldstein and 
     Maxine I. Lipeles Fund
Richard K Gorman
Michael and Laura Graffeo
Col C.T. Graves, USMCR
Donald D. Gray
Morgan Gray
Sean Gray
Paul and Ginny Greatsinger
Caitlin and Andrew Griffin
Thomas Griggs, Jr and
     Ed Bottomley
Deborah Grossman
Michael Hallahan
Christopher Hanc
Laurie Harkness
Matthew Hart
The Hazeltons
Mark A. Healey, Esq.
Lindsay Heffernan
Holly Hermes
Judith Hickey
Ted and Laurie Hollander
Daniel J. Horgan, Esq.  and 
     Horgan Law Offices
David Hubbard
Jack Hubbard
Lauren Hubbard
Rebecca Hubbard
Brian Hughes and Andrew Drabkin
Mario Immanuel
Margot Ingrassia
Richard Inz
Kenneth Jacobs
The Jaffee Family
Cap. William Johnson
Dominique Johnson and 
     Billie Gastic Rosado
Ari Jonisch
Marc Kalt
Ross Kaplan
Peter Katona
Joette Katz*
Daniel Kazup

Scott Keeney
Kelley Family Fund
John Kelley
Nicola H Kelsey
Francie Ketaineck
Alyssa Khan
Mu Khattab
Anne Klee
Benjamin Klein
Matthew Klein
Emily Koh
Howard Koh MD MPH and 
     Claudia Arrigg MD
Steve Koh
Will Koh
Kurt Koschnitzke
Steven Kritzman
Cheryl Kunstle
Andrew Kwatinetz
Bj Lambert
Jeanne Lanzetta
BG Jeffrey LaPierre
Jack Lavalette
The Lazarakis Family
Justin Leibowitz
John Lenehan
Kevin and Mary Lenehan
Diana Lenkowsky
Adam Lewis
Cynthia Libby
Jerry Lieberman
Christina Lindstrom and
     Scott Daigle
Gary Ljungquist
Meredith Lockwood
Michael Lorenzo
Peter Lundstedt
Lupus
Kami Mach
Scott Machado
Judy and Joe Mackay
Elpidio Madeloso*
Kaydeen Marie Maitland
Dan Mann
Louise Manzi-Deptula
Rosalie Manzi-Platt
Jill E. Martin
Komla Matrevi
Robbin May
The McCormack Family
Patrick McCotter
Ryan McCotter
Jamie McCulloch
Stephen McCulloch, Jr.
The McKenna Family
Patrick McNamara
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CAPTAIN CELINE A. FINN LEGACY SOCIETY
SECURING THE FUTURE OF CONNECTICUT VETERANS LEGAL CENTER
Planned giving is a way to make the Connecticut Veterans Legal Center a part of your lasting legacy. 

In 2022, we were humbled to establish our Legacy Society with the receipt of our first planned gift from the
estate of U.S. Navy Captain Celine A. Finn. She was an member of the Navy Nurse Corps for 28 years, serving
with devotion and great skill. She was well loved by family, friends, and her fellow sailors. When she passed, we
were honored to be among the beneficiaries of her estate and thankful for her family’s support. 

Want to talk to CVLC about your legacy gift? Contact Shannon Mykins at smykins@ctveteranslegal.org.

Tucker and Melissa McWeeny
Alden Mead
Isaac Meier
Adam Mendelowitz
Steve Metalios
Jane Milas
Keith Miller and Karen Ifert
Mara and Neil Miller
James Miron
Marcelo Modica
Jeff Moore
Tom Moore
Debbie Moravecek
Marian J Morrill
Robin and Glenn Morton
Daniel Musolino
Shannon Mykins*
Basam Nabulsi
Susan Bryson and Laurence Nadel
Kathleen Nastri
Gary Neff
Andrea and Ron Neuman
Jill Newkirk
Sue and Mike Nielsen
Robin van den Nieuwenhuizen
Gayle, Carol, and Tom
Erika Nyborg-Burch
Col. Lester N. Oberg III
Patricia O'Connor
Hagar Odoom
Edward V. O'Hanlan and
     Chase Rogers
Anne Olcott
Tyler Olli
Regen O'Malley
Karen Orczyk and 
     Christine Benjamin
Alison O'Shea
Colleen and Paul Otzel
David Otzel
Margaret Otzel
Diana Pacetta-Ullmann
Martin and Rhoda Payson
Marni Pedorella

The Peligri Family
Michael Pelliccio
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Peltier
Michael Perez
Liz Peters, Alex Milvae, and 
     Ani Peters-Milvae
Lori Peterson
Tom Philips
Philip Pieper
William and Jean Pieper
Brian and Deborah Pierne
Michael Pond
John and Agnes Porell
Matt Porell
Eva Puorro
Joshua Quagliaroli
Angelica Caro Cepeda and 
     Juan Carlos Escobar Quiroga
Theodore V. Raczka
Barry Rashkover
William Regan
Dan Riley
John Rios
Stacy Rivera
Arwen Riverdale
William and Peyton Roberts
James Roche
William G. Rock
Michael Rodgers
Jason Roelke
Marc Rogg
Marty Rogowsky
Catherine Roldan
Elias and Linda Roochvarg
Jeffrey Rosen
David Rosenthal
Steve and Francis Rowland
Daniel and Patricia Rube
Cara Ruddy
Thomas Ruddy
Will Ruggiero
David Sable
Kevin Sanders
Heather Scaglione

Kevin Scanlon
John Schnitter
Andy Schwartz
Bart Schwartz
Heather and Alec Schwartz
Jenny and Adrian Schwartz
Jamie Scrimgeour
Xanthi Scrimgeour
Megan Searfoss
Giuseppe Sestito
John J. Shay, Jr.
Adam Shebitz
Michelle and Scott Sherman
JoAnn Sica
Chris and Dayna Sierakowski
Richard Silbert
Gayle and Bill Sims
Jamie Sklarski
Alexis Smith
Patrick Smith
Michele Sofronis
Becky Springer
Keren Springer
Helen and Marc Spurr
Charlie Steinberg
Justyn Stokely
Elizabeth and Maynard Stowe
Dave Streitfeld and Deborah Fink
Brian Talarczyk
Juliet and Marvin Taylor
Tanner Thompson
Stephen Toman and Heather Smith
Marcia Turner
Donald P. Tutson, Jr.
Mary Tyrrell
Andrew Udell
Jeffrey and Lucy Udell
Judith Udell
Millie VandenBroek and 
     Matthew Grossman
Ivelise Velazquez
Annie Veley
Barbara Jean Viens and 
     Kelly Scanlon
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Melina Vissat
Brian and Ramon Walls Gumbel
Eunice Wang
Linda Warner
Loren Webber and Don Shubert
Christine Weidemann
Alison M. Weir*
SFC John Westlake
Westwood Giving Fund
Caroline Wetzel
Suzanne Whalen
Mary Jo White
Kathleen Whitmore
Dick Wilkos
Cecilia Willumsen
Michael Wishnie and 
     Cathy Edwards
Steve and Rachel Wizner
Janice Wolf and Adam Lehman
Wyot Woods
John Wylie
Nathaniel and Mary Yordon
Robert Zambrano
Benjamin Zelermyer, Esq.
Russell Zimberlin
Mars Zschack

GIFTS IN HONOR

In honor of all of my Family who
     are Veterans
     Carolyn W. Kaas

In honor of LGBTQIA+ Veterans
     Samantha Petrovich

In honor of CVLC Staff
     Cindy Donaldson

In memory of James J. Aquilina
     Drew Aquilina

In memory of Ernest Barone
     Diana Barone

In honor of Glenn Boswell
     Quyên Trương

In memory of Tim Brooks
     James Gallego

In memory of Eugene Carolan
     Anne Farrell

In honor of Robert E. Cwiekowski
     Judith M. Slisz

In honor of Cindy Donaldson
     Anonymous

In honor of Margaret Donovan
     Rosendo Garza and 
          Juliana Garcia-Uribe
     Joshua Goodbaum and 
          Andrew Forsyth
     Komla Matrevi
     Dwight Merriam
     Kara Moreau
     Barry Nalebuff and Helen Kauder

In honor of Morgan Gray
     Louise Manzi-Deptula

In honor of MAJ Jacqueline Harris
     Steve McCulloch

In honor of Immigrant Veterans
     Jenny Kim

In honor of Kevin Lenehan
     Rosendo Garza and 
          Juliana Garcia-Uribe
     Margaret Middleton

In honor of Levon
     The Everlith Family

In honor of Margaret Middleton
     John Kelley

In honor of Atty. Geoff Naab (USN)
     Arnold / Bozzi Giving Fund

In honor of Mark Parise
     Safia Anand
     Beth and Dan Papermaster

In honor of Caroline Petro
     Judith Ann Chevalier

In honor of Alden Pinkham
     Purdy Family Giving Fund
     Russ and Simmons Purdy Family

In honor of Kevin S.
     Nancy Green

In honor of Jeffrey Udell
     Chris Meding and 
          Daniel Wenner
     Howard and Linda Strauss

In honor of Veterans Day
     Quinnipiac University,
          School of Law

In honor of Alison M. Weir
     Anonymous
     Gainey and Lynn Best
     Margaret Castinado
     Eric Chang
     Deb Cluff
     Amos Friedland

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In memory of Frank and 
     John Cerminara
     Steven Paulson

In memory of Fred Cohen
     Sue Cohen

In memory of Uncle Gene Dole
     Lee Whitmore

In memory of Gregory F. Dowling
     James Dowling-Healey

In memory of Michael J. Dyer, Esq
     Rick and Kathy Dyer

In memory of Silver Fox
     Daniel Furstenberg

In memory of Joseph Fraser
     Barry Gladue

In memory of John A Garrett
     Mary Garrett

In memory of Albert Ginnetti
     The Ginnettis

In memory of Paul Glass
     Evan Podolak

In memory of Robert Joseph Sr
     JJ Wassmuth

In memory of Sqn. Ldr. 
     Kamlakar Kanitkar
     Malavika Ranade

In memory of James V. Minor III
     Michael McSweeney

In memory of Marty Payson
     Jackie and Andrew Jaeger

In memory of Ed and Walter Plaut  
     Gordon and Laurie Plaut

In memory of Michael Ross  
     Andrew Bottinick

In memory of Chuck Saldarini  
     Joseph N. Boland

In memory of Michael Saltis  
     Mike Saltis

In memory of George Shebitz  
     The Shebitz’s

In memory of Howard Udell  
     Rick and Alisa Altabef
     Mr. and Mrs. Ira Friedman
     Richard Inz
     Jackie and Andrew Jaeger
     Paulette Peterson
     Lawrence Rosen
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     Robyn and Howard Rosen
     Leslie and Judith Schreyer

In memory of Marla Weizner
     Jackie and Andrew Jaeger

continued from previous page

RIDE FOR OUR VETS RIDERS

Spencer Alstodt
Ashley Anderson
Maxine Barela
Joshua Barker
Richard Benton
Connor Blenke
Sergii Bludov
Andrew Bottinick
Bogdan Bracea
Dan Broderick
Sean Broderick
Kim Brown
Roy Burke
Reynell Burke
Jay Caron
Nicholas Carrea
Philip Chiaia
Aziza Chigatayeva
Ankit Choudhary
Christina Clark
Michael Cohen
Treyson Colon
Whendi Cook Broderick
Kimberly Corini
John Costello
John Councill
Shawn Cronkwright
David Danvers
Isabella Dias
Radell Dizon
April Donahower
Margaret Donovan
Edward Drozdowski
Patrick J Dunn
Tim Dwyer
Michael Eldredge
Kostas Evangelinos
Beck Fineman
Mitchell Fink
Charles Foster
Monte Frank
Linda Gaboardi
Greg Gagne
Sylvia Gailunas
Jeff Galdenzi
Mikeal Gallaway
Leon Gaudett
Brandon Ghidiu

Christopher Hanc
Emily Hanrahan
Matthew Hart
Peggy Heffler
Melissa Herman
Danno Horgan
Karen Ifert
Marc Kalt
Daniel Kazup
Mu Khattab
Ray King
Kurt Koschnitzke
Matthew LaFrance
Bj Lambert
Adam Lehman
Ian Lehman
Justin Leibowitz
Kevin Lenehan
David Lent
Paul Lesiw
Adam Lewis
Jack Mail
sherri marino
Griffin Martens
Komla Matrevi
Andrew McCotter
Jamie McCulloch
Stephen McCulloch, Jr.
Isaac Meier
Adam Mendelowitz
Keith Miller
Marcelo Modica
Louisa Morgan
Brendan Murphy
Filex Mwake
John O'Neil
Thomas Pellet
Alex Perdue
Brian Pierne
Connor Pilkington
Michael Pond
John Porell
Matt Porell
Agnes Porell
Roberto Ramos
Dan Riley
Mike Saltis
Esther Sanchez Moran
Aniruddha Sarkar
Jamie Scrimgeour
Joseph Shandra
Brian Shea
Jonathan Smith
Adeline Suwana
Juliet Taylor
Dwight Tolliver

Robert Tomaino
Donald P. Tutson, Jr.
Jeffrey Udell
Jon Van Allen
Cindy Walsh
Vee Warden
Christine Weidemann
Micah Weinstein
Alison M. Weir
Wyot Woods
John Young
Carina Zhang

Learn more about the Ride for Our Vets
at ctveteranslegal.org/theride.

GRANTS & CONTRACTS

Agency on Aging of South Central 
     Connecticut
Anonymous Foundation
Bob Woodruff Foundation
Bodenwein Public Benevolent 
     Foundation
Columbus House Inc
The Community Foundation for
     Greater New Haven
Community Foundation of 
     Middlesex County
Community Renewal Team, Inc.
Connecticut Bar Foundation
Connecticut Fair Housing Center
Ensworth Charitable Foundation
ES Veterans Association Inc.
Fairfield County's Community 
     Foundation, Inc.
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund
George A. & Grace L. Long 
     Foundation
J. Walton Bissell Foundation, Inc
JANA Foundation Inc.
The LGBTQ+ Justice & Opportunity
     Network
Liberty Bank Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
North Central Area Agency on 
     Aging
The Right to Counsel Program, 
     administered by Connecticut Bar 
     Foundation
Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
William and Alice Mortensen 
     Foundation
The WorkPlace



BUSINESS SUPPORTERS

Anonymous
American Red Cross, CT & RI Region
Association of United States Army,
     CT Chapter
Athletic Brewing Company
AVANGRID
AVANGRID, AVANVets Employee 
     Resource Group
BarkBox
Ben & Jerry's
Berkowitz and Hanna, LLC
Black Hog Brewing Company
BNP Paribas
Branford Jewelers
Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP
Bruce C Angeli LLC
Citigroup Global Markets Inc
CME Group Inc.
Cold Spring Brook Farm
Columbus House Inc
Deloitte LLP
East Haven and Ridgefield Building
Supply
Finn Dixon & Herling LLP
Fred Robbins Post #142, 
     Jewish War Veterans
Gaylord Sports Association, 
     Gaylord Specialty Healthcare
George W. Crawford Black Bar 
     Association, Inc.

GLMX Technologies, LLC
Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani
Guggenheim Securities, LLC
Half Full Brewery
Harbor Freight
HearstCT Media / Hearst 
     Communications, Inc
Homes for the Brave
Inspira Financial
The International Festival of Arts & 
     Ideas
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder PC
MassMutual
McCarter & English, LLP
Morgan Stanley & Co.
National Veterans Council for Legal 
     Redress, Inc
Piper Sandler & Co
Point72
Pullman & Comley LLC
Quinnipiac University, School of Law
Reid & Reige Foundation
Robinson & Cole LLP
Shipman & Goodwin LLP
The Simon Konover Company
Sikorksy, a Lockheed Martin 
     Corporation
Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-at-Law
TD Securities

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS

Avangrid
Bank of America
Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven
Google
The Hartford
MassMutual
Voya Financial
Point72

Tzedakah House
University of Connecticut School of
     Law, Veterans and Armed Forces 
     Legal Out Reach Society
VR Wraps
Wiggin and Dana LLP
WSHU Public Radio
Yale New Haven Health
Yale Repertory Theatre
Yale University
Yankwitt LLP

Supervising Attorney, Civil-Legal Unit Darren Pruslow speaking with Board Member and former client U.S. Navy Veteran John
Rios at the VA Community Resource and Referral Center. Photo by Desirea Stott-Rodgers.

[CVLC] did so much more than just provide expert legal assistance—
he was extremely patient, caring and emotionally supportive of
them and even went to their apartment to visit with them in person.

- Child of CVLC Client, a U.S. Army Veteran

* Indicates monthly donors
* Indicates donors to the Christy
Fisher Legal Fellowship

f



PHOTO: Photos from the 15th Annual Saluting Service. Photos by Isabel Chenoweth. See more photos at ctveteranslegal.org.

Learn about Saluting Service at ctveteranslegal.org/salutingservice.

Each year at Saluting Service, Connecticut Veterans Legal Center brings the community together to
honor those who have gone above-and-beyond to improve the lives of Connecticut’s Veterans and
explore issues that are important to our Veteran and legal communities.

Pro Bono Partnership Award: Suisman Shapiro, Attorneys-at-Law
Founders Award: Nikki Kelsey
Founders Award, Special Recognition: Kevin Lenehan

WARRIOR CLASS IN CRISIS:
BRIDGING THE MILITARY-CIVILIAN GAP TO SERVE TODAY'S VETERANS

In 2024, we were thrilled to welcome more than 170 people to the Canal Dock Boathouse for an
incredible evening. The night was headlined by U.S. Marine Corps Veteran and author of Bravo
Company, Ben Kesling. Ben spoke about the critical issue of the military-civillian cultural divide in
America and explored how we can bridge that gap and rebuild trust. 

2025 HONOREES:



CONNECTICUT
VETERANS
LEGAL
CENTER

SUPPORT OUR MISSION
to empower, support, and improve the lives of
Connecticut Veterans by providing  free legal

assistance to help them overcome legal barriers
to housing, healthcare, income, and recovery.

U. S. Army Veteran and CVLC Client April. Photo by Desirea Stott-Rodgers.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LEADERSHIP AND STAFF
Staff Leadership
Alison M. Weir
Chelsea Donaldson
Shannon Mykins
Cyd Oppenheimer
Alden Pinkham
Darren Pruslow
Donald P. Tutson, Jr.
Vanesha Warden

Attorneys and Support Staff
Jeanine Avitabile
Barbara Beaujour
Whendi Cook Broderick
Paloma Corrigan
Liz DiMiele
Patrick J Dunn
Sharon Fialkovich
Sarah Leone

Board Leadership
Margaret Donovan, Board Chair
Kathleen Tourjee, Board Secretary
Brian Pierne, Board Treasurer

Board Members
Amy Antioho
Mike Cabrey
Joseph J. Cherico
Mitchell A. Fink
Paul Greatsinger
Brian Hughes
Daniel Kazup
Jeffrey G. LaPierre, Esq.

Both the board and staff lists above are as of June 30, 2025. In addition to the staff and board listed, throughout the fiscal
year our staff included Felix Chaoulideer, Christy Fisher, Karen Gargamelli-McCreight, Jordan Lownsdale, and Cesar Rivera
and our board included Kiana Makris. While they are no longer directly affiliated with Connecticut Veterans Legal Center,

their contributions during the 2024-2025 fiscal year were tremendous.

West Haven
114 Boston Post Road
West Haven, CT 06516

Alex McCulloch
Tucker McWeeny
Brendan Murphy
Eva Puorro
Juliet Taylor
Ali Walker-Burr
Janice Wolf

Advisory Board
Richard Blumenthal
Kevin P. Brown
Laurie Harkness
Professor Michael Wishnie

Kevin Lenehan
Komla Matrevi
William J. Pieper
John Rios
Kevin Sanders
Jeffrey Udell
Caroline Petro, Board Fellow

PHOTO: Connecticut Veterans Legal Center staff portrait taken in September 2025. Photo by David Apuzzo.

ctveteranslegal.org

Newington
555 Willard Avenue
Newington, CT 06111

Orange
200 Edison Road
Orange, CT 06477

New London
75 State Street

New London, CT 06320

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center

intakes@ctveteranslegal.org (203) 479-0375info@ctveteranslegal.org (203) 794-4291 |

To see the most current staff and board lists and to read their bios, please visit ctveteranslegal.org.

Three years in, and I remain in awe of the skill, dedication, and
compassion the CVLC team brings to their work, ensuring that our
Veterans receive the care and help they need. 

- Alison M. Weir, Executive Director


	CONNECTICUT VETERANS LEGAL CENTER
	Justice for All Who Served
	IMPACT REPORT
	OUT IN THE COMMUNITY
	We are proud to assist all who served, which sometimes means fighting against stigma related to discharge status, age, race, gender identity, mental illness, drug use, and other common but unspoken barriers that sometimes keep Veterans from getting the help they need. Being out in the community allows us to hear directly from Veterans, helping us understand emerging issues and build meaningful relationships.
	This year for the first time, we were grateful for the partnership with the LGBTQ+ Justice & Opportunity Network (administered through the Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity & Opportunity, CWCSEO). This funding helped us increase our presence in the LGBTQ+ community, building trust and reaching Veterans who are feeling uncertainty under the current federal administration.

	OUR MISSION
	Our mission to empower, support, and improve the lives of Connecticut Veterans by providing free legal assistance to help them overcome legal barriers to housing, healthcare, income, and recovery.
	Our vision is for all Connecticut Veterans to thrive and contribute to their communities with a sense of self-worth and dignity.
	Learn more about our work at CTVeteransLegal.org

	OUR VISION
	A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
	Dear friends,
	Reflecting on the past year, it is true that it has been a whirlwind. But, by sticking to what we do best and staying true to our values, Connecticut Veterans Legal Center has only gotten stronger.
	I am proud to present the 2024-2025 Annual Report, which gives you just a taste of what we have accomplished. As you will read, we have increased the number of Veterans we are able to serve thanks to our ever-dedicated staff and pro bono attorney partners.
	In addition to helping more than 1,800 Veterans navigate their very real day-to-day challenges, we have also continued to invest in research and policy advocacy to understand the root causes of these challenges and build a better environment for our service members and Veterans moving forward.
	We have not been completely spared by the chaos of the current funding environment. We are incredibly grateful to all of the foundations, firms, companies, and individuals who continue to stand by our side and keep us going. I hope you will agree your investments have been well worth it—according to a UCONN CCEA study we conducted earlier this year, for every $1 we receive, Connecticut Veterans receive $21 in benefit.
	As always, I would like to end by thanking the incredible staff and members of the Board of Directors. Your steadfast dedication and excellent work changes—and sometimes saves—so many lives. I am so proud of our team.
	In service to the Veteran community,
	ALISON M. WEIR
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
	LT. COL., U.S. AIR FORCE (RET.)


	MEET VETERAN TARA
	U.S. NAVY VETERAN
	For most of her time in the Navy, Tara did well—she was an officer and nurse in the Navy’s emergency services, providing care for her fellow service members who lived on base and those returning from combat.
	Unfortunately, after the sudden death of her fiancé, Tara began to struggle with her mental health. Like many others, she began to self-medicate when the healthcare provided by the Navy was insufficient. Ultimately, her behavior led to an administrative discharge.
	The Navy recommended separating her with a “General” discharge, but a paperwork error incorrectly included the phrase “Other Than Honorable.”
	Still, Tara held onto her nursing career and managed to make it on her own for many years. But on the tenth anniversary of her fiancé's death she began to fall into a downward spiral.
	When Tara lost her job and home, she decided enough was enough and finally reached out for support. Unfortunately she was still being denied care—her mislabeled DD-214 led to her getting rejected again-and-again. In between her constant returns to the VA with newly requested files and documents, she started drinking. “It was disastrous,” she recalls. “I was screaming and begging for help.”
	Tara’s first contact with CVLC was in a haze, but attorney Alden Pinkham was able to stay in contact with her through her clinician. Alden was the one who finally pointed out the issue in Tara’s DD-214. For Tara, meeting CVLC was a serendipitous moment. She reflects, “I honestly don’t remember [how I got in touch] but I did, somehow.”
	After years and years of fighting red-tape at the VA, her record was corrected in 2024. Tara could start over.
	Read more of her story at ctveteranslegal.org/meet-navy-veteran-tara


	MEET MR. HOFFMAN
	U.S. MARINE CORPS VETERAN
	Name changed to protect the confidentiality of client.
	No one should be penalized for fleeing domestic violence, but that is exactly what happened to disabled U.S. Marine Veteran Mr. Hoffmann. He was finally ready to get help and escape his abuser, who lived in the same apartment complex, telling his landlord he would be leaving and getting permission from the property management. It should have ended there. He had done all the “right” things, including securing a protective order against his assailant and getting permission from the property management team. Instead, when Mr. Hoffmann returned to the apartment complex months later looking to rent a new place to call home, he was shocked to discover that the management company had pursued an eviction against him—and won. Mr. Hoffmann now had an eviction on his record and over $10,000 worth of debt owed.
	This was a clear injustice and direct affront to Mr. Hoffmann’s civil rights, enshrined in the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and Connecticut state law.
	Mr. Hoffmann found us through his VA clinician. With HUD’s support staff attorney Tucker McWeeney brought the issue straight to the CHRO (Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities), where he studiously outlined the clear facts of the case on his client, Mr. Hoffmann’s, behalf. By the end of the hearing, not only were we able to successfully remove the debt that had been levied against this veteran we were also successful in securing thousands of dollars in damages against the property management company. Mr. Hoffmann now has the funds he needs to move from a shelter and into stable, permanent housing. It also afforded him the dignity of having his claim heard and believed—something we all have the right to.

	CVLC IS A GOOD INVESTMENT
	Analyzing seven years of data, the Connecticut Center for Economic Analysis found that the economic impact of our services are immense: for every $1 invested in the work Connecticut Veteran Legal Center does, Veterans see $21 in impact. This outsized impact is thanks to keeping Veterans housed and connecting them with the VA and other public benefits they deserve.
	Learn more at ctveteranslegal.org/our-impact.
	ANALYZING PARTNER


	ADVANCING JUSTICE THROUGH RESEARCH
	Racism isn’t something that the Army or the military has a monopoly on … I would just say in the military, because of such a controlled environment and people in leadership roles have such control over you and your career … the effects of that is amplified because they can prevent you from progressing your career, prevent you from getting any kind of recognition, which can have an effect on you as a person.
	We can never move forward if we don’t take the time to understand the core issues at the heart of so many Veterans’ struggles. In January 2025, the Journal of Veterans Studies (Virginia Tech Publishing) published our most-recent report: Black Veterans’ Insight on Racial Disparities in Military Administrative Separations. This study outlined experiences shared by Black Veterans about their time in service, helping us to identify commonalities to support our clients.
	You can read the report for free online at ctveteranslegal.org/reports

	CVLC SERVED MORE THAN 1,800 VETERANS IN THE LAST YEAR
	CLVC’S IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
	868 LEGAL CASES
	OUTCOMES
	15%
	8%
	39%
	37%
	5%
	17%
	18%
	60%
	$3.2MM
	$30MM
	CASE PLAN BY TYPE
	LEGAL CASE BY TYPE

	80%


	BUILDING THE FUTURE
	THE CHRISTY FISHER LEGAL FELLOWSHIP
	In February 2025, Christy Fisher retired after more than 11 years of service to Veterans at CVLC and well over 25 years in the legal aid field. In honor of Christy’s lifetime commitment to access to justice for all and her dedication to providing mentorship to young attorneys, we created the  Christy Fisher Legal Fellowship. This paid fellowship will allow a 2L. or 3L student to develop their skills within our robust medical-legal partnership model.
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center will host our first Fisher Fellow in summer 2026.
	Learn more about the Christy Fisher Legal Fellowship at ctveteranslegal.org/fisherfellowship

	CHRISTY FISHER LEGAL FELLOWSHIP FOUNDERS CIRCLE
	Peggy Britt and Louis King Susan Bryson and Laurence Nadel Joseph J. Cherico Sergio Giuliano Mark A. Healey, Esq.
	Harold Hongju Koh & Mary-Christy Fisher Howard Koh MD MPH and Claudia Arrigg MD Steve Koh John J. Shay, Jr.


	NURTURING NEXT GENERATION
	THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 2024-2025 INTERNS
	The work of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center would not be possible without the incredible work of our interns and volunteers.
	Sammi Bray, Discharge Upgrades Intern
	Nicolas Ciminiello, Legal Intern VA Benefits
	Wyatt Hudson, Legal Intern Discharge Upgrades
	Melina Joseph, Research Intern*
	Anne Lee, Marketing Intern
	Landon McKinney, Legal Intern Pro Bono Services
	Kelly Ray Gibson, Legal Intern Discharge Upgrades
	Leila Ruser, Screening & Referral Intern
	Jada Washington, Marketing Intern


	PRO BONO ATTORNEY NETWORK
	Making a meaningful difference in the lives of those who have served our country is both an honor and a deeply rewarding experience.
	- Jessica D. Bowman, McCarter & English LLP Attorney
	Our network of attorneys, firms, and corporations who provide pro bono legal services is second-to-none. Pro bono attorneys worked on 144 legal cases in 2024-2025—clients who we may not have been able to help without our partner.
	Whether it is stepping in to remove a debt that is preventing a Veteran from getting their car out of the tow lot or providing years of comprehensive legal representation in front of the Military Boards, our pro bono attorney partners change Veterans’ lives. Thank you.

	THANK YOU TO OUR PRO BONO PARTNERS
	Aetna / CVS Health Axinn Veltrop Francis J. Brady, Attorney Brodeur Law Firm Christopher Brogan, Attorney Mancuso Carey LLC Carmody, Torrance, Sandak, Hennessey, LLP William G. Carter, Attorney Cartier and Bower, LLC Cohen & Thomas Michael Cole, Attorney Cummings & Lockwood LLC Czepiga Daly Pope LLC Day Pitney LLP Eric Lindh Foster Law Everest Re Financial Planning Association of      Connecticut Finn, Dixon, & Herling LLP FrontLaw PLLC Global Atlantic Financial Group Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani
	Green & Sklarz Halloran Sage Harris Beach Murtha Mark A. Healey, Attorney at Law Heisler Attorney at Law Horgan Law Offices Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC Law Offices of Gregory Allen, P.C. The Law Offices of Sean-Michael       Green, LLC Law Office of Austin B. Johns, LLC Law Office of Mark R. Myers, LLC Law Office of Mchael C. Sohon, LLC Lockheed Martin Corporation MassMutual McCarter and English LLP McGivney Kluger Clark & Intoccia PC Melick & Porter, LLP Minchella & Associates LLC Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP Murtha Cullina LLP New England Capitol Financial      Advisors
	Prudential Financial Pullman & Comley LLC Purdue Pharma L.P. Robinson & Cole, LLP Rogin Nassau LLC SB Nickse Law Offices, LLC Shipman & Goodwin LLP Gerard A. Smyth, Attorney Solo PB Hold Sovereign Financial Group Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-at-Law The Hartford The Kennedy Law Firm Travelers University of North Texas Verrill Dana LLP Walden Macht & Haran LLP Withers Bergman, LLP Withers Worldwide Yale Law School


	FIGHTING FOR ALL WHO SERVED
	2024-2025 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY
	In 2025, Connecticut entered into its biennial long session that brought a host of issues to the forefront. Connecticut Veterans Legal Center was there, providing testimony in committee to ensure low-income Veterans are not forgotten. Although some of these issues may seem disconnected from the day-to-day work of our attorneys, each success moves our state forward and makes it easier for all who served to live and thrive.
	DISABLED VETERAN PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
	Executive Director and U.S. Air Force Veteran Alison Weir worked closely with the Veteran and Military Affairs Committee as they worked to adjust the language of the bill passed last session to exempt certain Disabled Veterans from property tax. Our goal: ensure this benefit reaches all who it was designed to help, including those with TDIU and surviving families. Ultimately, the State has left the decision to the municipalities, for now—a partial success.

	PROTECTING RIGHT TO COUNSEL
	Right to Counsel is a landmark legislation that levels the playing field for low-income tenants, including hundreds of Veterans, in eviction proceedings. Originally funded through COVID-era federal funds, we joined our partners and the Connecticut Bar Foundation in advocating for state funding to continue this effective and life-saving program.



	FIGHTING CLAIM SHARKS
	We were proud to support legislation that added state-level protection against unaffiliated companies and individuals who charge exorbitant fees for filing disability claims. This legislation is necessary to protect vulnerable and frustrated Veterans, who often unknowingly sign away huge percentages of their own disability benefits—money that is intended to honor the Veteran’s service and keep them on their feet. The legislature has called for further study of the issue, which we will continue to follow.

	EXPANDING ACCESS TO CRIMINAL DEFENSE FOR VETERANS
	Starting this year, Veterans’ VA disability compensation is no longer included when determining income eligibility for public defenders. Veterans living with PTSD and other service-connected mental health issues are more likely to be involved with the criminal justice system. Although they may be over-income on paper, they often do not have the capacity to hire a private attorney. This new legislation, which we supported, corrects this imbalance.

	MAKING IT EASIER FOR VETERANS TO GET HELP
	Certain Wartime Veterans who are unable to work because of disability or age are eligible to receive a non-service connected pension, a VA benefit that helps bridge the gap for Veterans who are low-income and need extra help. We successfully worked with the legislature this year to make this income excluded from determinations for DSS programs including HUSKY and energy assistance programs.
	THE RIDE FOR OUR VETS
	Since 2012 The Ride for Our Vets has taken our Riders across Connecticut, and sometimes into New York—raising well over $1 million.
	In June 2025, more than 100 Riders joined together to help us raise more than $150,000 in support of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s life-saving services. Thank you to all of our Riders, their donors, and our sponsors for making 2025 one of our most successful events ever!
	Learn about the Ride for Our vets at ctveteranslegal.org/theride.
	UNDERWRITING SPONSOR



	THANK YOU!
	TO ALL OUR DONORS WHO UNDERWRITE OUR WORK AND SUPPORT OUR MISSION
	INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT


	Jenny Chou Matthew Chouinard Josh Cleveland Michael Cohen Anthony Collura Sarah Consagra Whendi Cook Broderick and      Dan Broderick  Sherry and David Cordani John Costello Kevin Cronin A. Cheryl Curtis Amy D Asher and Chelsea Danburg Aaron Davidman Asantewa Dawson Sandra Dawson Debbie Deegan Sharon DePonte Archangela DeSilva Sharnjit Dhaliwal DiMiceli Family Fund April Donahower Chelsea Donaldson and Adam Cruz Cindy Donaldson and       Red Barn Consulting Laura Donnellly Margaret and Kevin Donovan Sean Dowd Alex Dreyfus Connor Duffy Patrick J Dunn* John Durham Adam M. Dworkin Carolyn Dwyer Patricia Dwyer Mary and Jack Eiff Ryan Eseppi Nancy Epstein and       David Goldbloom The Fallons Jim Farrales The Farthings Susan and Ken Fellows Mike Ferrucci Mitchell Fink and Karen Beck Rita Fink The Fischman-Chernick Family Abigail S. Fisher Mary-Christy Fisher and       Harold H. Koh Richard Fisher The Fisher-Consagra Family Melanie Flynn Kathleen Frank Monte Frank Charitable Fund
	Michael Freda Linda and Eli Gaboardi Sylvia Gailunas Jeff Galdenzi The Galotto Family Leon Gaudett Gerken-Simon Family Giving Fund Elizabeth Germano Andrew Giering* Anita Di Gioia Sergio Giuliano Jennifer Glick Joel K. Goldstein and       Maxine I. Lipeles Fund Richard K Gorman Michael and Laura Graffeo Col C.T. Graves, USMCR Donald D. Gray Morgan Gray Sean Gray Paul and Ginny Greatsinger Caitlin and Andrew Griffin Thomas Griggs, Jr and      Ed Bottomley Deborah Grossman Michael Hallahan Christopher Hanc Laurie Harkness Matthew Hart The Hazeltons Mark A. Healey, Esq. Lindsay Heffernan Holly Hermes Judith Hickey Ted and Laurie Hollander Daniel J. Horgan, Esq.  and       Horgan Law Offices David Hubbard Jack Hubbard Lauren Hubbard Rebecca Hubbard Brian Hughes and Andrew Drabkin Mario Immanuel Margot Ingrassia Richard Inz Kenneth Jacobs The Jaffee Family Cap. William Johnson Dominique Johnson and       Billie Gastic Rosado Ari Jonisch Marc Kalt Ross Kaplan Peter Katona Joette Katz* Daniel Kazup
	Scott Keeney Kelley Family Fund John Kelley Nicola H Kelsey Francie Ketaineck Alyssa Khan Mu Khattab Anne Klee Benjamin Klein Matthew Klein Emily Koh Howard Koh MD MPH and       Claudia Arrigg MD Steve Koh Will Koh Kurt Koschnitzke Steven Kritzman Cheryl Kunstle Andrew Kwatinetz Bj Lambert Jeanne Lanzetta BG Jeffrey LaPierre Jack Lavalette The Lazarakis Family Justin Leibowitz John Lenehan Kevin and Mary Lenehan Diana Lenkowsky Adam Lewis Cynthia Libby Jerry Lieberman Christina Lindstrom and      Scott Daigle Gary Ljungquist Meredith Lockwood Michael Lorenzo Peter Lundstedt Lupus Kami Mach Scott Machado Judy and Joe Mackay Elpidio Madeloso* Kaydeen Marie Maitland Dan Mann Louise Manzi-Deptula Rosalie Manzi-Platt Jill E. Martin Komla Matrevi Robbin May The McCormack Family Patrick McCotter Ryan McCotter Jamie McCulloch Stephen McCulloch, Jr. The McKenna Family Patrick McNamara
	CAPTAIN CELINE A. FINN LEGACY SOCIETY
	SECURING THE FUTURE OF CONNECTICUT VETERANS LEGAL CENTER

	GIFTS IN HONOR
	TRIBUTE GIFTS
	RIDE FOR OUR VETS RIDERS
	GRANTS & CONTRACTS
	BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
	Anonymous American Red Cross, CT & RI Region Association of United States Army,      CT Chapter Athletic Brewing Company AVANGRID AVANGRID, AVANVets Employee       Resource Group BarkBox Ben & Jerry's Berkowitz and Hanna, LLC Black Hog Brewing Company BNP Paribas Branford Jewelers Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP Bruce C Angeli LLC Citigroup Global Markets Inc CME Group Inc. Cold Spring Brook Farm Columbus House Inc Deloitte LLP East Haven and Ridgefield Building Supply Finn Dixon & Herling LLP Fred Robbins Post #142,       Jewish War Veterans Gaylord Sports Association,       Gaylord Specialty Healthcare George W. Crawford Black Bar       Association, Inc.
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	MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS
	Avangrid Bank of America Benevity Community Impact Fund The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven Google The Hartford MassMutual Voya Financial Point72
	* Indicates monthly donors
	* Indicates donors to the Christy Fisher Legal Fellowship
	[CVLC] did so much more than just provide expert legal assistance—he was extremely patient, caring and emotionally supportive of them and even went to their apartment to visit with them in person.
	- Child of CVLC Client, a U.S. Army Veteran


	WARRIOR CLASS IN CRISIS:
	BRIDGING THE MILITARY-CIVILIAN GAP TO SERVE TODAY'S VETERANS
	Each year at Saluting Service, Connecticut Veterans Legal Center brings the community together to honor those who have gone above-and-beyond to improve the lives of Connecticut’s Veterans and explore issues that are important to our Veteran and legal communities.
	In 2024, we were thrilled to welcome more than 170 people to the Canal Dock Boathouse for an incredible evening. The night was headlined by U.S. Marine Corps Veteran and author of Bravo Company, Ben Kesling. Ben spoke about the critical issue of the military-civillian cultural divide in America and explored how we can bridge that gap and rebuild trust.
	2025 HONOREES:
	Pro Bono Partnership Award: Suisman Shapiro, Attorneys-at-Law Founders Award: Nikki Kelsey Founders Award, Special Recognition: Kevin Lenehan
	Learn about Saluting Service at ctveteranslegal.org/salutingservice.


	CONNECTICUT VETERANS LEGAL CENTER

	SUPPORT OUR MISSION
	to empower, support, and improve the lives of Connecticut Veterans by providing  free legal assistance to help them overcome legal barriers to housing, healthcare, income, and recovery.
	Three years in, and I remain in awe of the skill, dedication, and compassion the CVLC team brings to their work, ensuring that our Veterans receive the care and help they need.

	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	LEADERSHIP AND STAFF
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center
	ctveteranslegal.org


	2024-2025 FINANCIAL REPORT
	STEWARDING YOUR SUPPORT RESPONSIBLY
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center NEVER charges the Veterans we serve…  100% of any income benefits they earned, they receive. All court-issued legal fees are paid by the defendant and/or federal government, not the client.
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s Board of Directors has engaged Whittlesey to conduct our audit for 2024-2025. Because of the level of federal funding we received this year, we are in the process of a federal single audit. We expect the audit to be completed and available on our website by June 1, 2026.
	We host two major special events each year, The Ride for Our Vets and Saluting Service. Revenue for these events is shared below according to donor type (individual or corporate). More information is available upon request and in our 990s, published on ctveteranslegal.org/ourimpact.
	91% of our total expenses are spent on staff salaries, benefits, and related expenses… the people who make all of our work possible.
	EXPENSES BY TYPE
	2.5%
	10%
	10%
	77%

	REVENUE BY TYPE
	FEDERAL FUNDING BREAKDOWN
	0.5%
	1%
	11%
	12%
	27%
	50%
	28%
	7%
	19%
	46%



	MEET OUR CLIENTS
	WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO HELP ALL WHO SERVED?
	70% OF CLIENTS HAVE
	ONE-OR-MORE DISABILITIES

	70%
	37% OF CLIENTS HAVE
	BEEN HOMELESS

	37%
	60% OF CLIENTS ARE
	55 OR OLDER

	60%
	TOP 5 EXPERIENCES OF A CVLC CLIENT
	A CLIENT MAY EXPERIENCE ONE OR ALL




