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THANK YOU!

For your steadfast
support of our mission to
remove legal barriers for

Connecticut Veterans.

esveterans.org

With your support we
will help more than 1,600
Veterans in the next year.



ALISON M. WEIR
Executive Director

Photo by Studio DUDA.

Lt. Col., U.S. Air Force (Retired)

Welcome to Saluting Service
Dear friends,

On behalf of the staff and Board of
Directors of Connecticut Veterans Legal
Center, I thank you for joining us for the
17th Annual Saluting Service. 

Like all of you, I am excited to hear from General David H. Petraeus
and to honor him with the inaugural Benjamin Tallmadge Award. If
you spend 20 years in the military, you spend a lot of time reading
books about military leadership and strategy. But rarely do you get to
read a book that succinctly summarizes the four key tasks of
successful strategic leadership by someone who can not only
illustrate how they play out in recent history, but also include first-
hand experience. I was struck by his insights on why certain
campaigns worked and others failed, and I look forward to hearing
from General Petraeus more about the conflicts in his book and what
we have seen since. 

I’m also so happy to honor and highlight the work of Monte E. Frank,
Esq. with the Pro Bono Partnership Award and U.S. Army Veteran
Ingrid Y. Thomas, RN, with the Captain Celine A. Finn Award. You
can read more about their work and the significant impact on the
Veterans we serve in this digital program book.

I hope over the course of the evening, you will gain a greater
understanding of the work of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center. I
hope you’ll also take this unique opportunity to meet or reconnect
with the incredible people in this room—meeting supporters like you
is something I look forward to every year.





AWARD DINNER PROGRAM

Welcome
Alison M. Weir, Executive Director

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. (Ret.)

 - DINNER BREAK -

All of tonight’s staff and volunteer workers.
Anthony’s Ocean View’s servers, chefs, and staff.

Floral arrangements by BLOOM.
Printing by TYCO Printing.

SPECIAL THANKS

Presentation of Colors
Yale University Naval ROTC Unit

Fireside Chat and 
Benjamin Tallmadge Award

David H. Petraeus
General, U.S. Army (Retired)

Margaret Donovan, Chair, Board of Directors
U.S. Army JAG Corps Veteran

Captain Celine A. Finn Award
Presented to Ingrid Y. Thomas

U.S. Army Veteran

Pro Bono Partnership Award
Presented to Monte E. Frank

Pullman & Comley, LLC

Closing Remarks

Raffle Winner Announcement



The Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem of the United States.
The lyrics originate from the Defence of Fort M'Henry, a poem written
by American lawyer Francis Scott Key, with music by John Stafford
Smith. It remains a powerful reminder of the cost of freedom and
unifies all Americans as we continue to fight for our nation’s promise.

ABOUT THE ANTHEMS

O say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
⁠What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
⁠O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
⁠O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Lift Every Voice and Sing was a hymn written as a poem by NAACP
leader James Weldon Johnson in 1900 with musical composition by
his brother John Rosamond Johnson. It played a pivotable role in the
Black Civil Rights campaigns in the 1960s and, much like The Star-
Spangled Banner, continues to inspire us all to have hope in the vision
of liberty and justice for all.

Lift every voice and sing,
'Til earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list'ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on 'til victory is won.



The tablecloth is white
symbolizing the purity of their motives

when answering the call to serve.

The table is round
to show our everlasting concern.

The single red rose
reminds us of the lives of those Americans, and the loved ones

and friends who keep the faith, awaiting answers.

The yellow ribbon
symbolizes our continued uncertainty, hope for their return

and determination to account for them.

The slice of lemon
reminds us of their bitter fate,

captured or missing in a foreign land.

The pinch of salt
symbolizes the tears of our missing and their families.

The lighted candle
reflects the hope for their return.

The inverted wine glass
symbolizes their inability to share a toast.

The chair is empty.
They are missing.

The POW/MIA Table
A place setting for one, a table for all

The Missing Soldier or POW Table is a solemn reminder of the human
costs of war and a commitment that we will never forget those whose
fates are still unknown. 

During this evening’s program we will make a toast. We welcome you
to visit the table for a moment of reflection or prayer. 





GEN DAVID H. PETRAEUS

Photo courtesy from Washington Speakers Bureau.

General, U.S. Army (Retired)

Keynote Speaker

General David H. Petraeus (U.S. Army, Retired) served over 37 years in
the U.S. military, culminating his career with six consecutive
commands as a general officer, five of which were in combat, including
command of the Surge in Iraq, command of U.S. Central Command,
and command of Coalition Forces in Afghanistan. Following retirement
from the military, and after confirmation by the Senate in a vote of 94-
0, he served as the Director of the CIA during a period of significant
achievements in the war on terror.

General Petraeus graduated with distinction from the US Military
Academy and later earned a Ph.D. from Princeton University. He is the
only individual to have been the top graduate of both the year-long
Command and General Staff College Course and the demanding US
Army Ranger School. He has held academic appointments with the US
Military Academy, the University of Southern California, Harvard,
Georgetown, and the City University of New York Honors College, and
he is currently a Senior Fellow and Lecturer at Yale, an Honorary
Professor at the University of Birmingham (UK), a member of both the
Trilateral Commission and the Aspen Strategy Group, Co-Chairman of
the Global Advisory Council of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Senior Vice
President of the Royal United Services Institute, and an Executive
Advisory Board Member of World.Minds.

Over the past 15 years, General Petraeus has been named one of
America’s 25 Best Leaders by U.S. News and World Report, a runner-up
for Time Magazine’s Person of the Year, the Daily Telegraph Man of the
Year, twice a Time 100 selectee, Princeton University’s Madison
Medalist, Prospect Magazine’s Public Intellectual of the Year, three
times one of Foreign Policy magazine’s top 100 public intellectuals, and
a LinkedIn Top Voice.

Continued on the next page.



General Petraeus has earned numerous awards and decorations,
including four Defense Distinguished Service Medals, the Secretary of
State’s Distinguished Service Award, the Bronze Star Medal for Valor,
two NATO Meritorious Service Medals, the Combat Action Badge,
Master Parachutist Wings, and the Ranger Tab. He has also been
decorated by 14 foreign countries and sanctioned by Russia, and he is
believed to be the only person who, while in uniform, threw out the first
pitch of a baseball World Series Game and did the coin toss at a Super
Bowl.

General Petraeus is co-author with Andrew Roberts of New York Times
bestseller Conflict: The Evolution of Warfare from 1945 to Ukraine.

THE BENJAMIN TALLMADGE AWARD

The Benjamin Tallmadge Award honors a Veteran who has shown
continued and excellent commitment to service through public office,
academia, science, or the humanities. 

It is named in honor of the American military officer, spymaster, and
politician who served as an officer during the Revolutionary War
followed by 16 years as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives
from Connecticut's at-large district. Major Tallmadge is most famous
as the organizer of the Culper Spy Ring, which provided vital
intelligence in the fight for our country’s independence. 

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center is honored to award the inagural
Benjamin Tallmadge Award to General David H. Petraeus.

Photo: U.S. Army General 
David H. Petraeus (center)
having tea with Afghan Border
Police Commander General
Abdul Khalil Bakhten (right) and
Hairatan Mayor Najibullah (left)
near the Friendship Bridge
border crossing between
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan. 
PJF Military Collection. July 2010.



GENERAL DAVID H. PETRAEUS
U.S. Army, Retired

Thank you to our
Host Committee

Francis and Mary Brady
Luke Bronin

Margaret and Kevin Donovan
Paul and Ginny Greatsinger

John Kelley and the Kelley Family Fund
Susan Bryson and Laurence Nadel

William and Jean Pieper
Brian and Deborah Pierne

Judy Udell and Family
Jeffrey and Lucy Udell

Alison M. Weir
Michael Wishnie and Cathy Edwards





MARGARET DONOVAN

Photo of Margaret Donovan by Joel Callaway.

U.S. Army JAG Corps Veteran

Moderator

Margaret Donovan served six years in the United States Army as an
attorney in the JAG Corps. She spent significant time overseas, serving
on combat deployments to Iraq and Syria, advising on disaster relief
operations in Liberia, and being stationed over a year on the Korean
peninsula.

After separating from the military, Margaret served for six years as an
Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut at the
New Haven office. Her cases as a federal prosecutor focused on
firearms prosecutions, domestic terrorism, and violent crime.

In July 2024, Margaret left the Department of Justice to join Koskoff
Koskoff & Bieder in Bridgeport, Connecticut, supporting their growing
firearms litigation practice and other malpractice areas. She sits as a
Co-Chair of the Connecticut Bar Association’s Federal Practice Section.
She has instructed at Yale Law School on federal prosecution and the
Russo-Ukrainian War, and was recently named a fellow at the National
Institute of Military Justice. She holds a B.A. from Fordham University
and a J.D. from Fordham Law.

Margaret joined the Board of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center in
2021. She was unanimously elected Board Chair, succeeding long-time
Chair Kevin Lenehan, in 2024.



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

UNDERWRITING SPONSOR

Judith Udell & Family

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSOR

List as of November 1, 2026.



BRONZE SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR RAFFLE DONORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

List as of November 1, 2026.

North West Hartford

Bark Box

Lake Compounce

New Haven Symphony Orchestra

New England Patriots Foundation

The Mykins Family, in Memory of Levon

Salem Witch Museum

Saybrook Point Resort & Marina

To view full details of this year’s raffle, item descriptions, and to
purchase tickets visit ctveteranslegal.org/raffle.



SALUTING SERVICE SUPPORTERS

List as of November 1, 2026.

Richard Anderson

Anonymous

Jan and Harry Attridge

Elizabeth Bennett

Hillary Browning and James Glatt

James Carlon

Dave Cutillo

Joseph Danao II

Patrick J Dunn

Adam M. Dworkin

Mitchell Fink and Karen Beck

Dominique Johnson and Billie Gastic Rosado

JonNic Enterprises, LLC

Daniel Kazup

Bob and Helen Keiser-Pedersen

Nicola H Kelsey

BG Jeffrey LaPierre

Diana Lenkowsky

Komla Matrevi

Richard Meagher

Tom Moore

Edward V. O'Hanlan and Chase Rogers

William and Jean Pieper

Marc and Kimberly Rogg

Maureen Salzillo

JoAnn Sica

Richard Silbert

John Super

Kathi Tourjee

Donald P. Tutson, Jr.

Millie VandenBroek and Matthew Grossman

Jada Washington

Janice Wolf and Adam Lehman



2027 THE RIDE
FOR OUR VETS

ARE YOU READY TO RIDE?
The 16th Annual Ride for Our Vets makes its
grand return on Saturday, June 12, 2027. 

Learn more at ctveteranslegal.org/theride.

Photos by Joel Callaway.

Last year more than 150 Riders rode more
4,645 miles and raised nearly $150,000—
will you help us match or beat that?

More information about this year’s Ride for
Our Vets will be announced in January 2027
but until then—save the date!



THE CAPTAIN CELINE A. FINN
LEGACY SOCIETY
Planned giving is a way to make the Connecticut Veterans Legal Center
a part of your lasting legacy. 

In 2022, we were humbled to establish our Legacy Society with the
receipt of our first planned gift from the estate of U.S. Navy Captain
Celine A. Finn. She was an member of the Navy Nurse Corps for 28
years, serving with devotion and great skill. Captain Finn was well loved
by family, friends, and her fellow sailors. When she passed, we were
honored to be among the beneficiaries of her estate and are thankful for
her family’s support. 

Want to talk to CVLC about your legacy gift? 
Contact Shannon Mykins at smykins@ctveteranslegal.org.

CONNECTICUT
VETERANS
LEGAL
CENTER

Photos courtesy of Peter Hvizdak/Hearst Connecticut Media from CAPT Celine A. Finn’s
2019 Quilts of Valor Ceremony.



INGRID Y. THOMAS RN
Captain Celine A. Finn Award

Honoree

Ingrid Daniels Thomas’s journey of service began in the United States
Army, where she proudly served from 1983 to 1991, followed by
continued service in the Army Reserves through 2008. Her military
career took her to Fort Bliss, Fort Dix, Fort Huachuca, Germany, and
Seoul, South Korea.

In 1996, Ingrid began her career with the VA, initially serving as a
certified nursing assistant while pursuing her education. With
determination and a deep commitment to caring for others, she
continued her education and ultimately became a registered nurse. 

Throughout her years at the VA Connecticut Healthcare System, Ingrid
has dedicated herself to caring for Veterans, particularly through her
work with the Women’s Health Center. Her perspective as both a
Veteran and a healthcare professional has given her a unique
understanding of the women she serves and the importance of
ensuring that every Veteran feels seen, respected, and supported.
Ingrid’s story is one of service upon service—first serving her country in
uniform and then continuing that mission by caring for her fellow
Veterans.

THE CAPTAIN CELINE A. FINN AWARD

In memory of U.S. Navy CAPT Celine A. Finn, who worked tirelessly on
behalf of her fellow Veterans and service members for her entire life,
this award is given to recognize selfless service to Veterans’ holistic
needs.

Photo courtesy of Ingrid Thomas.





MONTE FRANK, ESQ
Pro Bono Partnership Award

Honoree

Monte E. Frank is the co-chair of Pullman & Comley’s Litigation
practice. He represents business and municipal clients in the state and
federal courts in Connecticut and other states on a wide range of
matters, using his thirty years of experience to help clients resolve
problems as effectively and efficiently as possible.

He regularly represents clients in complex and sophisticated business
litigation and construction matters. In recent years, he has handled
numerous corporate embezzlement and fraud cases, including wire
fraud, for business clients. He also has extensive experience in
mediation and arbitration.

Monte is an active member of the legal community; serving in
leadership roles at both the state and national level. Monte is a past
president of both the Connecticut Bar Association (CBA) and the 
New England Bar Association, and received the John Eldred Shields
Professional Service Award. He represented Connecticut in the
American Bar Association’s House of Delegates for many years. In 2018,
Monte ran for Lieutenant Governor.

Continued on the next page.

Photo courtesy of Pullman & Comley LLC.

Monte is an advocate for democracy reform, working to improve our
elections, and bring accountability to government. He served on the
American Bar Association’s Advisory Commission to the Task Force on
Democracy by presidential appointment. He was recently appointed to
co-chair the inaugural Rule of Law Committee of the National
Conference of Bar Presidents. He also brings a wealth of knowledge to
gun violence issues. He serves as the chair of the ABA’s Committee on
Gun Violence. He has successfully presented many resolutions to the
House of Delegates, testified at state legislatures and has worked on
amicus briefs to the United States Supreme Court. 



For many years, he appeared on television, radio and in newspapers for
his work on violence prevention, including CNN, MSNBC, NPR, WCBS,
USA Today, and The Washington Post. He has written numerous op-ed
pieces on gun violence, coauthoring many with United States Senators
and members of Congress that have been published by Connecticut,
national and international media outlets, including The Guardian and
The Hill, where he was a contributor. He has also authored numerous
op-ed pieces on election reforms in the Hartford Courant and the
New Haven Register.

He recently served as vice chair of the governor’s working group on
ranked-choice voting. Monte has lectured at Cornell Law School and
has sat on many panels at the Connecticut Legal Conference, the
University of Connecticut School of Law, Quinnipiac Law School and
The National Conference of Bar Presidents.

An avid cyclist, Monte competes in cycling races throughout the 
United States and Canada. He medaled as a member of the United
States cycling team at the 2013 and 2017 World Maccabiah Games. He
founded and led Team 26 on the Sandy Hook Ride on Washington
(2013-2019).

THE PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP AWARD

The Pro Bono Partnership Award is presented to an individual or firm
who have shown an exemplary commitment to ensuring Veterans in
Connecticut receive excellent legal services through a gift of their time
and talent. 

JOIN OUR PRO BONO COMMUNTIY

Each year, pro bono attorneys throughout Connecticut enable CVLC
to serve hundreds of low-income Veterans–ensuring access to justice
for all who served our country but were left behind.

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s Pro Bono Attorney Network is
critical for us to meet the urgent needs of Veterans across the State
of Connecticut.

Learn more at ctveteranslegal.org/probono.
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CELEBRATING SERVICE, HONORING SACRIFICE

Tzedakah House is proud to support the
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s 17  Annual

Saluting Service and its unwavering commitment
to those who have served our country.

th



52%

28%

7%

14%

SERVING MORE THAN 1,600
VETERANS IN THE LAST YEAR 

Thanks to our four
locations and hybrid
model that allows our
attorneys to meet
Veterans where they
live, we helped
Veterans in every
region of Connecticut
in the 2025-2026 year.

Data is based on our client and case data, July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026.

296
Veterans with

Increased Housing
Stability 

Darker colors represent greater population density
of clients by municipality. Yellow dots represent our
four client-facing locations. 

KEY LEGAL OUTCOMES
$49MM

in anticipated lifetime
VA income benefits

secured

$3.86MM
in VA disability

compensation benefit
back pay restored 

970 LEGAL CASES
LEGAL CASE BY TYPE
Landlord-Tenant & Eviction (52%)
VA Benefit Appeals & Access (28%)
Military Discharge Upgrades (7%)
Other Civil Legal Aid (14%)

50% of legal cases during the 2025-2026 year
were full representation by a CVLC attorney.

CONNECTICUT VETERANS LEGAL CENTER
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$1 INVESTED : $21 IN IMPACT

Analyzing seven years of data, the
Connecticut Center for Economic Analysis
found that for every $1 invested in the work

Connecticut Veteran Legal Center does,
Veterans see $21 in impact.

U. S. Marine Corps Veteran Stephen. Photo by Joel Callaway.

DONATE: SUPPORT OUR MISSION



CVLC has four locations you can visit: 
West Haven, Orange, Newington, New London. 
Visit ctveteranslegal.org/contact to see hours of
operation and addresses.

CTVeteransLegal.org

@ctveteranslegal

We have four locations you can visit: 
West Haven, Orange, Newington, New London. 
Visit ctveteranslegal.org/contact to see hours of
operation, contact information and addresses.

CTVeteransLegal.org

@ctveteranslegal

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Margaret Donovan, Board Chair
Brian Pierne, Board Vice Chair

Kevin M. Lenehan, Chair Emeritus

Komla Matrevi
William J. Pieper
Kevin Sanders
Kathleen Tourjee
Jeffrey Udell
Holly Briffa, Yale Fellow

Luke Bronin
Mike Cabrey

Joseph J. Cherico
Mitchell A. Fink

Paul Greatsinger
Daniel Kazup

Jeffrey G. LaPierre Esq.

ADVISORY BOARD
Senator Richard Blumenthal

Kevin P. Brown
Laurie Harkness

Professor Michael Wishnie

OUR MISSION
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s mission is to empower,
support, and improve the lives of Connecticut Veterans by

providing free legal assistance to help them overcome legal
barriers to housing, healthcare, income, and recovery.

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s 2025-26
Annual Report is now available. Learn more

about how we served more than
1,600 low-income Connecticut Veterans.

Download your copy at:
ctveteranslegal.org/ourimpact

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST ANNUAL REPORT

List as of November 1, 2026.


	Benjamin Tallmadge Award
	THANK YOU!
	esveterans.org

	Welcome to Saluting Service
	Dear friends,
	On behalf of the staff and Board of Directors of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center, I thank you for joining us for the 17th Annual Saluting Service.
	Like all of you, I am excited to hear from General David H. Petraeus and to honor him with the inaugural Benjamin Tallmadge Award. If you spend 20 years in the military, you spend a lot of time reading books about military leadership and strategy. But rarely do you get to read a book that succinctly summarizes the four key tasks of successful strategic leadership by someone who can not only illustrate how they play out in recent history, but also include first-hand experience. I was struck by his insights on why certain campaigns worked and others failed, and I look forward to hearing from General Petraeus more about the conflicts in his book and what we have seen since.
	I’m also so happy to honor and highlight the work of Monte E. Frank, Esq. with the Pro Bono Partnership Award and U.S. Army Veteran Ingrid Y. Thomas, RN, with the Captain Celine A. Finn Award. You can read more about their work and the significant impact on the Veterans we serve in this digital program book.
	I hope over the course of the evening, you will gain a greater understanding of the work of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center. I hope you’ll also take this unique opportunity to meet or reconnect with the incredible people in this room—meeting supporters like you is something I look forward to every year.
	ALISON M. WEIR
	Executive Director
	Lt. Col., U.S. Air Force (Retired)


	AWARD DINNER PROGRAM
	Welcome
	Presentation of Colors
	- DINNER BREAK -
	Fireside Chat and
	Benjamin Tallmadge Award
	Raffle Winner Announcement
	Captain Celine A. Finn Award
	Pro Bono Partnership Award
	Closing Remarks


	SPECIAL THANKS
	ABOUT THE ANTHEMS
	The POW/MIA Table
	A place setting for one, a table for all
	The table is round
	The tablecloth is white
	The single red rose
	The yellow ribbon
	The slice of lemon
	The pinch of salt
	The lighted candle
	The inverted wine glass
	The chair is empty.


	Keynote Speaker
	GEN DAVID H. PETRAEUS
	General, U.S. Army (Retired)
	General David H. Petraeus (U.S. Army, Retired) served over 37 years in the U.S. military, culminating his career with six consecutive commands as a general officer, five of which were in combat, including command of the Surge in Iraq, command of U.S. Central Command, and command of Coalition Forces in Afghanistan. Following retirement from the military, and after confirmation by the Senate in a vote of 94-0, he served as the Director of the CIA during a period of significant achievements in the war on terror.
	General Petraeus graduated with distinction from the US Military Academy and later earned a Ph.D. from Princeton University. He is the only individual to have been the top graduate of both the year-long Command and General Staff College Course and the demanding US Army Ranger School. He has held academic appointments with the US Military Academy, the University of Southern California, Harvard, Georgetown, and the City University of New York Honors College, and he is currently a Senior Fellow and Lecturer at Yale, an Honorary Professor at the University of Birmingham (UK), a member of both the Trilateral Commission and the Aspen Strategy Group, Co-Chairman of the Global Advisory Council of the Woodrow Wilson Center, Senior Vice President of the Royal United Services Institute, and an Executive Advisory Board Member of World.Minds.
	Over the past 15 years, General Petraeus has been named one of America’s 25 Best Leaders by U.S. News and World Report, a runner-up for Time Magazine’s Person of the Year, the Daily Telegraph Man of the Year, twice a Time 100 selectee, Princeton University’s Madison Medalist, Prospect Magazine’s Public Intellectual of the Year, three times one of Foreign Policy magazine’s top 100 public intellectuals, and a LinkedIn Top Voice.
	Continued on the next page.

	General Petraeus has earned numerous awards and decorations, including four Defense Distinguished Service Medals, the Secretary of State’s Distinguished Service Award, the Bronze Star Medal for Valor, two NATO Meritorious Service Medals, the Combat Action Badge, Master Parachutist Wings, and the Ranger Tab. He has also been decorated by 14 foreign countries and sanctioned by Russia, and he is believed to be the only person who, while in uniform, threw out the first pitch of a baseball World Series Game and did the coin toss at a Super Bowl.
	General Petraeus is co-author with Andrew Roberts of New York Times bestseller Conflict: The Evolution of Warfare from 1945 to Ukraine.

	THE BENJAMIN TALLMADGE AWARD
	The Benjamin Tallmadge Award honors a Veteran who has shown continued and excellent commitment to service through public office, academia, science, or the humanities.
	It is named in honor of the American military officer, spymaster, and politician who served as an officer during the Revolutionary War followed by 16 years as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from Connecticut's at-large district. Major Tallmadge is most famous as the organizer of the Culper Spy Ring, which provided vital intelligence in the fight for our country’s independence.
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center is honored to award the inagural Benjamin Tallmadge Award to General David H. Petraeus.
	GENERAL DAVID H. PETRAEUS

	Thank you to our

	Host Committee
	Moderator
	MARGARET DONOVAN
	U.S. Army JAG Corps Veteran
	Margaret Donovan served six years in the United States Army as an attorney in the JAG Corps. She spent significant time overseas, serving on combat deployments to Iraq and Syria, advising on disaster relief operations in Liberia, and being stationed over a year on the Korean peninsula.
	After separating from the military, Margaret served for six years as an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut at the New Haven office. Her cases as a federal prosecutor focused on firearms prosecutions, domestic terrorism, and violent crime.
	In July 2024, Margaret left the Department of Justice to join Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder in Bridgeport, Connecticut, supporting their growing firearms litigation practice and other malpractice areas. She sits as a Co-Chair of the Connecticut Bar Association’s Federal Practice Section. She has instructed at Yale Law School on federal prosecution and the Russo-Ukrainian War, and was recently named a fellow at the National Institute of Military Justice. She holds a B.A. from Fordham University and a J.D. from Fordham Law.
	Margaret joined the Board of Connecticut Veterans Legal Center in 2021. She was unanimously elected Board Chair, succeeding long-time Chair Kevin Lenehan, in 2024.
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	MEDIA SPONSOR

	BRONZE SPONSORS
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	THANK YOU TO OUR RAFFLE DONORS
	Bark Box
	Lake Compounce
	New Haven Symphony Orchestra
	New England Patriots Foundation
	The Mykins Family, in Memory of Levon
	Salem Witch Museum
	Saybrook Point Resort & Marina
	To view full details of this year’s raffle, item descriptions, and to purchase tickets visit ctveteranslegal.org/raffle.
	List as of November 1, 2026.

	SALUTING SERVICE SUPPORTERS
	2027

	THE RIDE
	FOR OUR VETS
	ARE YOU READY TO RIDE?
	The 16th Annual Ride for Our Vets makes its grand return on Saturday, June 12, 2027.
	Last year more than 150 Riders rode more 4,645 miles and raised nearly $150,000—will you help us match or beat that?
	More information about this year’s Ride for Our Vets will be announced in January 2027 but until then—save the date!
	Learn more at ctveteranslegal.org/theride.
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	THE CAPTAIN CELINE A. FINN LEGACY SOCIETY
	Planned giving is a way to make the Connecticut Veterans Legal Center a part of your lasting legacy.
	In 2022, we were humbled to establish our Legacy Society with the receipt of our first planned gift from the estate of U.S. Navy Captain Celine A. Finn. She was an member of the Navy Nurse Corps for 28 years, serving with devotion and great skill. Captain Finn was well loved by family, friends, and her fellow sailors. When she passed, we were honored to be among the beneficiaries of her estate and are thankful for her family’s support.
	Want to talk to CVLC about your legacy gift?
	Contact Shannon Mykins at smykins@ctveteranslegal.org.
	INGRID Y. THOMAS RN


	Honoree
	MONTE FRANK, ESQ
	Pro Bono Partnership Award
	Monte E. Frank is the co-chair of Pullman & Comley’s Litigation practice. He represents business and municipal clients in the state and federal courts in Connecticut and other states on a wide range of matters, using his thirty years of experience to help clients resolve problems as effectively and efficiently as possible.
	He regularly represents clients in complex and sophisticated business litigation and construction matters. In recent years, he has handled numerous corporate embezzlement and fraud cases, including wire fraud, for business clients. He also has extensive experience in mediation and arbitration.
	Monte is an active member of the legal community; serving in leadership roles at both the state and national level. Monte is a past president of both the Connecticut Bar Association (CBA) and the
	New England Bar Association, and received the John Eldred Shields Professional Service Award. He represented Connecticut in the American Bar Association’s House of Delegates for many years. In 2018, Monte ran for Lieutenant Governor.
	Monte is an advocate for democracy reform, working to improve our elections, and bring accountability to government. He served on the American Bar Association’s Advisory Commission to the Task Force on Democracy by presidential appointment. He was recently appointed to co-chair the inaugural Rule of Law Committee of the National Conference of Bar Presidents. He also brings a wealth of knowledge to gun violence issues. He serves as the chair of the ABA’s Committee on Gun Violence. He has successfully presented many resolutions to the House of Delegates, testified at state legislatures and has worked on amicus briefs to the United States Supreme Court.
	Continued on the next page.

	THE PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP AWARD

	JOIN OUR PRO BONO COMMUNTIY
	CELEBRATING SERVICE, HONORING SACRIFICE
	Tzedakah House is proud to support the Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s 17th Annual Saluting Service and its unwavering commitment to those who have served our country.
	CONNECTICUT VETERANS LEGAL CENTER


	SERVING MORE THAN 1,600
	VETERANS IN THE LAST YEAR
	Thanks to our four locations and hybrid model that allows our attorneys to meet Veterans where they live, we helped Veterans in every region of Connecticut in the 2025-2026 year.
	Darker colors represent greater population density of clients by municipality. Yellow dots represent our four client-facing locations.
	970 LEGAL CASES
	14%
	7%
	28%
	52%
	LEGAL CASE BY TYPE
	Landlord-Tenant & Eviction (52%)
	VA Benefit Appeals & Access (28%)
	Military Discharge Upgrades (7%)
	Other Civil Legal Aid (14%)
	50% of legal cases during the 2025-2026 year were full representation by a CVLC attorney.


	KEY LEGAL OUTCOMES
	$49MM
	in anticipated lifetime VA income benefits secured

	$3.86MM
	in VA disability compensation benefit back pay restored

	296
	Veterans with Increased Housing Stability
	CONNECTICUT
	VETERANS
	LEGAL
	CENTER


	$1 INVESTED : $21 IN IMPACT
	DONATE: SUPPORT OUR MISSION
	Analyzing seven years of data, the
	Connecticut Center for Economic Analysis found that for every $1 invested in the work Connecticut Veteran Legal Center does,
	Veterans see $21 in impact.

	DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST ANNUAL REPORT
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s 2025-26 Annual Report is now available. Learn more about how we served more than
	1,600 low-income Connecticut Veterans.
	Download your copy at:
	ctveteranslegal.org/ourimpact


	OUR MISSION
	Connecticut Veterans Legal Center’s mission is to empower, support, and improve the lives of Connecticut Veterans by providing free legal assistance to help them overcome legal barriers to housing, healthcare, income, and recovery.
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	Margaret Donovan, Board Chair
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	Joseph J. Cherico
	Mitchell A. Fink
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	Jeffrey G. LaPierre Esq.
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	Kevin Sanders
	Kathleen Tourjee
	Jeffrey Udell
	Holly Briffa, Yale Fellow
	ADVISORY BOARD
	Senator Richard Blumenthal
	Kevin P. Brown
	Laurie Harkness
	Professor Michael Wishnie
	We have four locations you can visit:
	West Haven, Orange, Newington, New London.
	Visit ctveteranslegal.org/contact to see hours of operation, contact information and addresses.
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